[Perioperative management of patients with cardiomyopathies: preface and comments].
Cardiomyopathies are a heterogeneous group of diseases of the myocardium. Cardiomyopathies are characterized by myocardial dysfunction resulting in heart failure due to systolic dysfunction and/or diastolic dysfunction. Prognosis of the patients with cardiomyopathies is usually poor due to progressive heart failure. Sudden death due to serious arrhythmia is not uncommon. Because of the heterogeneity of cardiomyopathies, the perioperative management of the patients with cardiomyopathies varies according to the pathological physiology. Management of low cardiac output is important as well as arrhythmias. Because of arrhythmias such as atrial fibrillation and poor ventricular function, anticoagulation is also important. Through evaluation and management of implantable pacemakers and implantable cardioverter defibrillator are essential.